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SUPER BOWL LIV: SAN FRANCISCO VS. KANSAS CITY 


For 49ers’ philosophy, take 
a look at the ... Warriors? 


Guiding principle — ‘Strength in Numbers’ — a salute to basketball team 


be 
EE NI 


AX 


JOSE CARLOS FAJARDO — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 


San Francisco 49ers’ Emmanuel Sanders takes a selfie with teammate Jimmy Garoppolo (10) during Super Bow! Opening 
Night at Marlins Park in Miami on Monday. For the story, see page C1. 


There’s an alternate uni- 
verse where 49ers coach 
Kyle Shanahan followed 

a different 
dream in 
a different 
sport. 

wl “Basketball 
was my fa- 
vorite,” Sha- 
nahan said 
of his child- 
hood. “I al- 
ways loved 
basketball. 

I think those are the best 
athletes. They’re the most 
fun to watch. 

“That’s the one I wish I 


Dieter 
Kurtenbach 


Columnist 


could have played.” 

Alas, Shanahan — in no 
small part because of his 
lineage (his father, Mike, 
is a two-time Super Bowl- 
winning head coach) — was 
better suited for football. 

But you can see the in- 
fluences of those lost hoop 
dreams in the way his foot- 
ball teams play. Especially 
these Super Bowl-bound 
49ers. 

Shanahan still enjoys 
watching basketball. He’s 
not a die-hard fan, but like 
the rest of us he’ll tune into 
the NBA playoffs every year. 
And a few years ago, before 


INSIDE 


How do you stop Chiefs 
quarterback Patrick 
Mahomes? C1 


he took over as the 49ers’ 
head coach, he took to a 
particular team: 

The Warriors. 

Yes, as the 49ers head 
down to Miami to try to 
bring the Bay Area another 
championship in Super 
Bowl LIV, they’ll be guided 
by the principles and teach- 
ings of the most recent Bay 
Area champions. 

“T just have always been 


a fan of them. Even before I 
got here, just watching how 
they play,” Shanahan said. 
“T remember saying in At- 
lanta ... that I wanted our 
receiver group to be similar 
to the Warriors.” 

At the time, Shanahan 
wanted his team to emulate 
Golden State’s “Strength 
in Numbers” motto, which 
was first dubbed by War- 
riors coach Steve Kerr 
when he came to the Bay in 
2014. 

The idea behind 
“Strength in Numbers” is 
that, unlike so many other 
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DEATH OF KOBE BRYANT 


Investigation focus: Fog, equipment 


Harsh hillside terrain 
likely will slow the 
search for answers 


By Sean Emery, 
Josh Cain and 
Richard K. De Atley 
Southern California News 
Group 


Federal aviation inves- 
tigators on Monday began 
combing a Calabasas hill- 
side in search of answers 
for what led to the helicop- 
ter crash that killed Los An- 
geles Lakers legend Kobe 
Bryant, one of his daugh- 
ters and seven other people. 

A National Transpor- 
tation Safety Board “go 
team” consisting of 18 in- 
vestigators arrived Sunday 
night, the federal agency 


Gianna Bryant 
sits on the 
shoulders of 
her father, 
NBA star 
Kobe Bryant, 
as they attend 
a women's 
soccer match 
between 

the U.S. and 
China in 2014 
in San Diego. 
They were 
killed Sunday 
in a helicopter 
crash in Los 
Angeles 
County. 


LENNY IGNELZI — 
THE ASSOCIATED 
PRESS 


perienced in responding to 
major accidents across the 
country. 

A key focus of the in- 
vestigation likely will be 
the foggy conditions that 
hung over parts of South- 
ern California at the time 
of the crash, shortly before 
10a.m. Sunday. The NTSB 
asked that anyone with 
photos showing Calaba- 
sas weather then to email 
them to investigators at 
witness@ntsb.gov. 

Investigators also will 
look into the helicopter’s 
equipment as well as the 
background of the pilot and 
the company he worked for, 
said Jennifer Homendy, an 
NTSB board member, dur- 
ing a news conference Mon- 
day afternoon. 

The collision left the he- 
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IMPEACHMENT TRIAL 


Bolton's 
claim may 
lead to 
testimony 


Book revelation could undercut 
key Trump defense argument, 
add pressure for witnesses 


By Eric Tucker, Zeke Miller 
and Lisa Mascaro 
The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON » Senators faced mounting pres- 
sure Monday to summon John Bolton to tes- 
tify at President Donald Trump’s impeachment 
trial even as Trump’s lawyers brushed past ex- 
traordinary new allegations from Trump’s for- 
mer national security adviser and focused in- 
stead on corruption in Ukraine and historical 
arguments for acquittal. 

Outside the Senate chamber, Republicans 
grappled with claims in a forthcoming book 
from Bolton that Trump had wanted to with- 
hold military aid from Ukraine until it commit- 
ted to helping with investigations into Demo- 
cratic rival Joe Biden. That assertion could un- 
dercut a key defense argument — that Trump 
never tied the suspension of security aid to po- 
litical investigations. 

The revelation clouded White House hopes 
for a swift end to the impeachment trial, fu- 
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S.F.-BASED NONPROFIT 


Livable California: 
The fight for local 


housing control 


Group tries to shake NIMBY image 
as it fights to kill Senate Bill 50 


By Marisa Kendall 


mkendall@bayareanewsgroup.com 


As the state attempts to regulate its way out 
of a bone-crushing housing shortage, one group 
has emerged as the voice of residents and city of- 
ficials who don’t want Sacramento taking away 
their power to control development in their 
neighborhoods — Livable California. 

Not yet 2 years old, the small San Francisco- 
based nonprofit has already twice helped block 
Sacramento’s efforts to force cities to approve 
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Rick Hall is president of Livable California, which 
is opposing SB 50 and other similar state housing 


said, bringing in a crew ex- CRASH » PAGE3 bills that would take away cities’ local control. 
NEWS ON YOUR PHONE INDEX Comics/TV ou... B8 Obituaries... B5 WEATHER Sly :224MediaNews Group 
Download the Mercury News RUSINE SS essa aaa C7 Puzzles H: 59-61 L: 43-45 a ‘arcane coi 

Classified .....0... B7 Weather wha Hebe 


mobile app for iPhone or Android. 


First 50 


Full report on Bio 


©2019 5 


oooo itt) 


Trivia Night Against The Newsroom 


readers receive a 


The Mercury News 
„free beer 


In Real Life = 


The Mercury News f Neoware 


Join our editorial staff for an evening of competitive fun and the 
chance to show off your knowledge of the Bay Area. 


Register FREE at mercurynews.com/events 


Mike Hess Brewing 
2313 Oak Grove Road, Walnut Creek, CA 94598 
www.mikehessbrewing.com/walnut-creek 


